
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

I am pleased to let you know that the 2018 Executive Budget reduces the property tax levy again and I am 

proud to say that the tax levy will be less than it was all the way back in 2010.  At the same time, we continue to 

provide more services than ever before and make unprecedented infrastructure investments.    

 

We are also committed to providing exactly the kind of critical services our seniors want including assisting 

with the ability to remain independent and in their own homes.  This Budget includes funding to eliminate the 

County’s current waitlist for the Senior Lifeline Medical Assistance program, a service that provides eligible 

seniors with a reliable, 24-hour available device to notify emergency personnel in the event of a fall or other 

emergency.  Currently, there are 80 people awaiting access to this valuable and potentially lifesaving 

notification system and this initiative will ensure that all seniors who qualify have access to this program.  

 
As County Executive I have proclaimed October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in Ulster County.  

My office and the Ulster County Inter-Agency Council on Domestic Violence are sponsoring the 5th Annual 

Domestic Violence Information Forum.  There are two guest speakers who will be speaking on the topic of 

the Impact of Domestic Violence on Children and Adult Survivors.  The public is invited to this free event which 

will be held on October 26, 2017 at the SUNY Ulster College Lounge, Stone Ridge, NY from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 

p.m.  Pre-registration is required at www.sunyulster.edu/dvforum.  Domestic violence is a national epidemic 

that affects millions of people, including many people right here in our own community. It is important to shine 

a light on this difficult topic and let people know that there are resources available to help if they find 

themselves in an abusive relationship.   I urge anyone in need of help to call the 24 hour hotline at 845-338-

2370.   

 

I also wanted to let you know about an entirely new division within the Ulster County Department of Probation 

called the Restorative Justice and Community Empowerment Center.  It is an innovative response to New 

York State’s new ‘Raise the Age’ legislation that changes the law to provide specialized services to at-risk 

youth, ages 16-17, to keep them out of dangerous adult prisons and help change the trajectory of their life for the 

better. I believe the new Restorative Justice and Community Empowerment Center can ultimately become a 

center of hope and make all the difference in the world for at-risk youth, providing real hope where before there 

was none. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Hein 
Ulster County Executive 
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Greetings from the Director of  Ulster 
County Office for the Aging 

Shelley Wagar 

 

My first weeks as the Director of Office for the Aging (OFA) has been 

incredible and I thank the County Executive, Mike Hein, the OFA staff, OFA 

Advisory members and community seniors who I have met and have 

welcomed me into this new role. 

My entire professional and volunteer career has been working in the field of 

aging and long term care.  The bond I feel with seniors has been with me 

since my teenage years and I am fortunate to have spent these years working 

with and learning from some amazing elders.  I was born in Syracuse so when 

I had the opportunity to come back to New York State almost six years ago, I 

jumped at it and am so very happy I did.  It is good to be home again.  

My vision for the Office on Aging is straightforward- to carry out the mission 

and goals of the strategic plan and of the County Executive, Mike Hein, while 

improving and expanding programs that make it easier and more attractive for 

all Ulster County seniors to utilize and enjoy. Quality of life is important and all 

too often, our daily routines and chores take on a life of their own and we get 

weighed down and become isolated, burned out or stressed.  While quality of 

life is defined by every senior differently, research has demonstrated that if we 

are isolated from peers and family, it can have a very negative effect on our 

health and well-being. It is my hope that in the coming year(s), every senior 

citizen in Ulster County learns about our programs and services and engages 

with their peers.  

A couple of reminders: Medicare Open Enrollment is from October 15- 

December 7.  During this period, seniors may change from original Medicare 

to a Medicare Advantage Plan; switch or drop a Medicare Advantage Plan; or, 

join, switch or drop a Medicare prescription Drug Plan. Call Ulster OFA for a 

free appointment if you need assistance; 845-340-3456. 

Our annual Ulster County Volunteer Recognition Luncheon is October 24th at 

Diamond Mills.  If you plan on attending we need your RSVP by October 10th. 

Call Patrick at 845-802-7935 for your reservation. The fee is $5.00 for 

volunteers and $20.00 for guests. 

It is a privilege to be the new OFA Director.  My door is always open for 

suggestions and feedback! 
 



 

 

 



 


